What happened to the
Redgrave Theatre

A focus on the costs and finances

The coming of the new Theatre

1954 The freehold of Castle Theatre is bought by Farnham Repertory
Company for £1,600, of which £800 was on mortgage.

1965 Decision is taken to build a larger theatre i Castle Theatre is
not suitable for extension.

1967 Farnham Urban District Council leased Brightwell site to
Farnham Repertory Company for nominal rent. Trustees to
maintain interior & exterior in tenantable repair.

1969 Farnham Repertory Theatre Trust [FRTT] is inaugurated to
supervise construction and organise fundraising appeals.

1974 New Theatre opens, the local population having made a
contribution to capital equivalent to some £2,625,000 at 2009
building costs.

1979  An unexpected offer to lease the Castle Theatre site [68A Castle {i\
Street] for a bistro is received and a lease drawn up on the basis
of one year rent free and then £7,000 pa. - subject to 5 yearly re-
view. By July 1996 rental charges to tenant had increased to
£27,500. Total rent paid to Waverley Borough Council over the
period 1996/7 to 2008/09 has been £472,980.

Castle Theatre 1967

1995 Proposed Tripartite Agreement is drafted i fsubject to obtain-
ing proper funding assurances from WBC and South East
Art s ( SNEwAcpmpany is to undertake payment of listed
debts of the old company. Under licence, the new company
would undertake productions at Redgrave Theatre from a date in
latter part of 1996.

1996(March) After initial decision to cut funding to all theatres in the
South East, South East Arts continues its funding policy but re- Redgrave Theatre
duced by 2%. WBC hopes to increase its grant. Along with in-
creased grant from Surrey County Council but a reduced grant
from Hampshire CC, total anticipated grant aid was £307,000 - a
20% increase on the previous year but, Redgrave Theatre consid-
ered very much at the bottom of its peer group for funding.

(April) Farnham Repertory Co. is wound up

(June-Aug) Castle Theatre site valued at £215,000 and bought for this
amount by WBC in late summer 1996. This amount, less any out-

standing FRC debts, transferred to Farnham Theatre Productions

(FTP) along with FRC assets and staff. FASSOGATION 18




