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Bulldozers clear the East Street site  

    Recently the site in East Street has been cleared of old and derelict buildings by Waver-
ley Borough Council, the first wave dealing with the two cottages and the Health Centre. 

Itôs close to the beloved Redgrave as you see, but that building and Brightwell House can-
not be touched ï at least that is the current situation!  

At a public meeting on 19 November of Farnham Town Council, Greg Vincent of Crest 
Nicholson, the developers, indicated that the development work on this site might not now 
begin until the economic situation improves which his company believes will not be until 

2013!  His position was that he, ñcould not possibly indicate a start date at this stageò.   

A strangely different story from that given out by WBCôs Adam Taylor Smith just a 
month or so ago when he expected the work to begin in maybe a year. 

The beginnings of a transformation?  

Now that WBC have planted turf on the old Health 
Centre site to improve the local environment it is 
clearly better than before. Even the Redgrave appears 
to look more spruce with this fresh new space around 
it. 

 

Meeting for FTA with Arts Council England  

                               On December 11 the FTA met Jeremy Hunt MP and Rebecca Ball, Acting Director of Arts for 
the S.E.  We took up their suggestion to discuss community based theatre, our key questions being: 

¶ FTA's aim is to provide the Farnham area with adequate facilities for presenting theatre with voluntary commu-
nity support..  How can this be achieved without undermining the excellent work of the Farnham Maltings? 

¶  Does the Arts Council recognise that there are thousands of people (potential audiences) in our area who are 
not satisfied with present theatre provision due to the inadequacy of venues?  If so, what plans does the Arts 
Council have to address this problem? 

 We hoped to gain the trust and respect for FTA's objectives so that we may expect advice and guidance from the 
Arts Council. 

Following the meeting, we are pleased to report that both Jeremy Hunt and Rebecca Ball recognised the validity of 
our campaign for a theatre for Farnham.  We had made the point that the Arts Council slogan "Making great art 
available for all" simply did not apply to theatre-going audiences in this area who deserve better after losing our 
theatre building.   

As a result of this meeting, we expect to be able to open up discussions again with UCA, once we have received 
advice from the Arts Council for the South East. 

Papa Porcupine  
By Rosemary Wisbey  

 

Papa Porcupine is the story of William Cobbett which won 
the competition for a studio play established by Farnham 
Rep back in 2005. 

This play was successfully premiered at Central Studio, 
Queen Mary's College, Basingstoke on 8 December, 
2009.                                                                                   

This joyful production was performed by students of the 
college in front of an array of Mayors from Basingstoke, 
Farnham and Waverley, who all appeared to be delighted.    

We hope that it was noted by our local representatives that 
these lucky students enjoy performing in a wonderful, pur-
pose-built small theatre on the college campus.  Perhaps 
we can now look forward to their support for a theatre in 
Farnham, to be shared with university and college stu-
dents - and the town! 

A purpose built theatre for some?  



 

Connections 

Just recently, two famous names came to light that had strong 

connections with Farnham and either the Redgrave or Castle 

Theatres. 

The actor Edward Woodward 
died in November, aged 79 
as many of you will know and 
in his obituaries it mentioned 
that he made his acting debut 
at the Castle Theatre in Farn-
ham, in 1946 when just 16, 
having also gone to RADA 
that same year.   

Abigail McKern, one of FTAôs 
Directors, is a very close 

friend with Sarah Woodward his daughter, 
also an actress; both were at the RSC together.  Edward and Abi-
gailôs father, Leo McKern starred in a West End play together with 
Judi Dench called The Wolf in the 1970's. 

For anyone wanting to see where 
the Castle Theatre originally stood, 
just go to Zizzi, the restaurant in 
Castle Street and you will see a 
plaque up on the wall.   A number 
of well known actors started their 
professional lives at the Castle so 
itôs a welcome reminder of the 
buildingôs previous life.  

 

Another recent supporter of FTA is Richard Cordery 
who remembers his time at the Redgrave with great 
affection.   

Richard has had great success 
with the Royal Shakespeare 
Company throughout many 
plays, noting in particular Buck-
ingham (Richard III) and Hum-
phrey (Henry VI parts I and II).  
His career has also featured 
many significant TV roles.   

A few years ago Richard acted 
in David Horlockôs Emma based 
on Jane Austenôs novel. This 
play was also directed by David, 
who, as many will recall, was 
Creative Director at The 
Redgrave for a number of years 

and responsible for many fine productions.  

 

Both the Castle and Redgrave Theatres were vital training 
grounds for new actors, directors, stage staff and technicians 
alike. The productions they produced live on in peopleôs 
memories.  What Farnham is missing without its live theatre 
now! 

Edward Woodward 

The Castle Theatre Plaque at Zizzi 

Richard Cordery 

Claque Theatre: What news of the Community Play for Farnham?  

      At an initial meeting in October with Jon Oram 
of Claque Theatre, Jon outlined the nature of 
these community events and how such an exciting 
development could be created here in Farnham. 
Many people gave their names and details ex-
pressing interest in this major project but there will 
always be room for more to join them. 
 
The community play will be a unique event owned 
not by Claque but by the community and the next 
event in its gestation will be an altogether larger 
meeting in the New Year to flesh out the details, 
assemble a plan and move it forwards.   
 
If you would like to find out more just contact Joe 
Michel at 0844 4125772. 

The Vanishing Elephant, Tunbridge Wells, 
2009 

A Time to Keep. Dorchester, 
 2007 

 

     A Community Opera is to be staged in Tilford Church in June 2010, to celebrate the village and its 
history and to enable local people to join in a tradition of music for which the village is famous.   

The cast for the Opera will be drawn from the community, with lead parts sung by professionals and a 
chorus that includes the children from two local schools. Local drama societies and choirs will provide the 
characters in the story.  

Performing the music will be an orchestra conducted by Laurence Cummings, one of the Directors of 
Tilford Bach Society, and current Head of Historic Performance at the Royal Academy of Music. 

The Opera will be based on the story Sir Nigel, an historical romance set in the Middle Ages and written 
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle who lived at Hindhead.  He enjoyed exploring the Surrey countryside and set 
his story in Tilford.  

Farnham resident, Rosemary Wisbey has already written the libretto.  For more details of the Community 
Opera or to offer your help contact Tilford Bach Society on 01252 721605. 

The Tilford Opera �± 
another  

Community 
Event!  

 

 


