
Newsletter   March 2009  

   Working for a regional theatre in Farnham                                                          No. 18  

 
 

  

A way forward with the University of the Creative Arts 
 

     We have now had three meetings with the University of the Creative Arts (UCA) to discuss a community 

professional theatre for Farnham, which could be of interest to the University. 

These meetings have followed the success of FTA at the University Fresherôs Day last September. 

Well-known professional actors Abigail McKern and Kika Mirylees, representing FTA, had a very enthusiastic  

response from students about a theatre in the town. 
  

 
           Entrance to UCA 

             Our theatre consultant, Michael Holden, 

joined the latest meetings to present the 

case for a theatre and cinema in the town 

and outlined the benefits UCA could 

achieve through their involvement. 

  

Another meeting is expected with the UCA 

team and we hope then to be able to report 

more fully on the nature of the discussions 

and the progress achieved.  

       Kika and Abigail at UCA Freshersô Fair 

 

 

East Street / Easy Street   

       

     If you remember Charlie 
Chaplinôs famous film óEasy 
Streetô, youôll recall the near 
derelict houses, the poverty, the 
gang warfare and the lone voice 
of fair play and succour for the 
down trodden ï Charlieôs tramp 
of course. 

 It would be invidious to make a 
comparison between Easy 
Street and Farnhamôs East 
Street, wouldnôt it?  Well, thereôs 
one end of East Street, right in 
the centre of town that if left to 
rot and decay will, given a few 
more years, maybe start to re-
semble Easy Street for its dere-
liction and the inevitable rise of 
crime that seems to follow. 

 Whose is the lone voice of suc-
cour for the poor, the champion 
of their rights, the one person 
who initially stands up to the 
bully? 

  

  

It certainly isnôt Waverley who, in 
cahoots with developer Crest 
Nicholson have wantonly al-
lowed the Redgrave/Brightwell 
House area and the surrounding 
houses and former Health Cen-
tre to decay with absolutely no 
worthwhile maintenance. 

 Some would deduce that WBC 
and Crest Nicholson are indeed 
represent the bully here, riding 
roughshod over the clearly 
stated wishes of thousands. 

Is it WBCôs Adam Taylor Smith 
with his new plan to encourage 
the people of Farnham to advise 
him how best to regenerate and 
improve the area - in spite of it 
being Waverleyôs own dereliction 
that caused the mess? 

 Or - and perhaps youôve already 
guessed this - 

  

  

ï could it be the few campaign-
ing organisations such as your 
FTA, the Farnham Society and 
East Street Action who work 
tirelessly to bring about change 
for the benefit of the people of 
Farnham. 

 Letôs hope that one day we can 
see the final reel of this long 
saga in which East Street is re-
stored to a vibrant and attractive 
working part of the town once 
again, not with more unwanted 
shops or offices, not with 
massed blocks of housing but 
with a theatre and cinema. 

Thatôs what the residents and  

visitors want.  

Thatôs what Farnhamôs      

Traders want too.  

  



Your chance to quiz Adam Taylor Smith on East Street?  

 An opportunity for members of the Bourne Residentsô Association to hear from Adam Taylor Smith,  

portfolio holder for East Street, is coming up on June 3rd at their AGM.  Any FTA members out there  

who are also members of this Residentsô Association - and thus eligible to be there - should take this  

welcomed opportunity to ask him questions about the theatre.   

Let him know the strength of support that exists in this town!  

 

More theatres that have been restored  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leatherhead Theatre                       Theatre Royal, Winchester                             New Theatre Royal, Portsmouth                 Kingôs Theatre, Southsea  

                         Shakespeare revealed!  

  

        Portraits of William Shakespeare are surprisingly uncommon and it has been proved that 
each was painted after his death so they are neither contemporaneous nor even necessarily 
good likenesses!  We know so little about such a famous individual. But now a portrait of    
Shakespeare thought to be the only picture made of the playwright during his lifetime has been 
unveiled. 

Itôs believed the painting dates back to 1610, six years before Shakespeareôs death at the age of 
52. The newly authenticated picture was inherited by art restorer Alec Cobbe and will go on 
show at The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust in Stratford-upon-Avon from 23 April, the authorôs 
birthday. 

There has long been controversy over the accuracy of some of the portraits claimed as like-
nesses of Shakespeare. Experts generally agree the most accurate depictions are a bust of the 
playwright originally put up in Holy Trinity Church, Stratford-upon-Avon and an engraving made 
for the title page of the first collected edition of Shakespeareôs plays. Both are thought likely to 
be accurate as they were created or commissioned shortly after his death in 1616 by people  
who had actually met him. 

  

 
The real William Shakespeare! 

  

                   Help reveal Shakespeare for our children!  

Itôs a timely reminder of the campaign begun by the Royal Shakespeare Company, already gaining momentum to bring back the 
teaching and exploration of our great playwrightôs works once more for schoolchildren.   

You can join the RSCôs campaign now!  Add your name in support; it costs you absolutely nothing but does demonstrate your com-
mitment for what the RSC aim to achieve.  When last checked there were 11,964 signed up to this great campaign. See more detail 
and add your name to the RSC campaign by signing up at www.rsc.org.uk/standupforshakespeare.   

  

      The Leatherhead (formerly the Thorndike) is running as a 
theatre again, having been closed for several years and then run 
as a church for 3 years.  

 The Theatre Royal Winchester, closed for 6 years, was restored 
and brought back into use, and the New Theatre Royal, Ports-
mouth (closed for 12 years) has been restored and re-opened. 

 The Kings Theatre, Southsea has also been restored and re-
opened. 

  Thereôs good news around and Farnham deserves to take its 
place alongside these towns by reintroducing its own theatre 
once again. 

 Most of these theatres have received generous support from 
their local councils -the only one to run without public funding is 
the Leatherhead - their circumstances are similar to ours - Mole 
Valley Council fund the Dorking Halls and will not contribute to 
the theatre - but the theatre management prefers not to have 
funding with strings attached anyway. 
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    But hereôs how Waverley deal with Farnhamôs only purpose built theatreé. 

      é..allowing it to decay then removing the title so that it ódeters vandalsô. 

     What a tragic and sorry comparison.  Farnham deserves better.  

  

 
 

Waverley and the Cultural Strategy  

      People have asked what has 
happened to the trumpeted Cul-
tural Strategy from Waverley as 
little had been heard of it since it 
was first announced 

 Well, it has been deferred to the 
Council meeting on 31st March 
then if approved will go forward 
for full adoption by the Council in 
April. 

    

FTA met the WBC Leisure and 
Arts Officers recently to raise the 
issue of a theatre and of the need 
for the public to have their say 
over WBCôs cultural provision. 

  

 

So watch this space or check 
your local paper for any news 
and an opportunity to contribute 

   

 Crest Nicholson  

 

�± will they survive?  

  

  

      Itôs anyoneôs guess whether Crest 
Nicholson will survive the current  
extreme downturn in housebuilding 
and business development given that 
East Street and other plans in their 
portfolio have no hope of being pre-
sented as viable. 

Itôs likely they might only be devel-
oped as viable concepts in 2- 3 years 
time. 

  

  

Companies such as Crest Nicholson 
could well succumb before then. 

Unless, that is, the Government, in 
their wisdom, decide it would be in 
the countryôs interests to retain such 
building companies.  

They are propping up much else in 
Britain, so Crest Nicholson may not 
disappear from view as some of us 
had fervently hoped. 

  

The Redgrave Theatre as it was The Theatre today 


